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Appointment of a new Trustee

The Trudtees are pleased to announce the intment of
Sr Michad Swann, FRs., to the Board of Trustees from
1st October 1973. Sr Michad succesded Lord Murray of
Newhaven who had been aTrusteesnce 1965.

THE WELLCOME TRUST

The Wellcome Trustees publish a biennial report, the next
of which will appear towardstheend of 1974, This shorter
frgort_ briefly reviewssomeimportant aspect s of the Trust’s
o0 %\éltllles in" 1972-3 and outlines the Trustees’ policy for

Allocationof Funds 1972-3

In their Ninth Report the TLetess set out their aims for
the support of varioustopicsin 1972-3 Thefollowm%tabl e
g%g;tg the ways in which the sum of £1,839,842 was

£ %
Clinicd Sdence 368,560 20
Badc Saences 403,982 22
Tropical Medicine} 388,974 21
Veeainay Medidne 157,878 9%
Europe _ 123,676 6
Other countries oversees 31,266 2
Travel Grants 25,000 13
Higtory of Medicine* 340,506 18
Total 1,80 82 100

*Including Wellcome | nstituteof theHistory of Medicine.
HIncluding annua expenditure (not allocation) for Research Units in the
tropics

Mog o the funds were given for persond support in the
form o scholarships, fdlowships or universSty awards.
Sulpport was aso provided for the expensesof research, but
only a very smdl proportion wes given for bui | d ngs and
mg or scientificequipment.




Medical Research

|n October 1973 the Trustees met to review their G\oolic,y.
They noted that at the present timea number of trendswere
making research in the universties and teaching hospitals
more difficult. The trends indluded the lack of funds for
growth in univergty budgets and the re-distribution of
registrars and senior registrarswith consequent increasein
thedlinica load on thoseremainingin theteachinghospitals.
Thefirgt sages of implementationof the Rothschild recom-
mendationswere al so expected to reducethefundsavailable
for bascgudies.

In view of the abovetrendsthe Trustees decided to develop
a new scheme to encourage greater flexibility in the creation
of interdisciplinary linkagesin university medical ressarch.

InterdisciplinaryLinkagein Medical Research

TheTrustees n%}ooseto make availablegrantsof five years
duration to Ical schools wishing to initiate new inter-
disciplinary medicd reseerch and willing to consder re-
deployment of their budgets as a bags tor the long-term
incorporation of those developmentsthat provetheir worth,
This programme will have a higher priority for the Trust
'g:]an CEthe provison of grantsto supplement existingacademic
ructures.

The Trustees see'themain opportunitt)(]for development of

such a schemeto liein links betwean the basic sciencesand
clinical medicdne The Trust has examined the casefor links
between basc sdences on the one hand and the clinica
problems of mental disorders, foetal disorders, derma
tology, gastroenterology and surgery on the other; it has no
wish however to limit the range of proposals. Thereare dso
barriers between clinicd specidis disciplines themselva
especially those that have become separated in isolat
instituteswhere the requisitesupporting scientificdisciplines
are lacking. It is for these latter, egpecidly, that inter-
ingtitutional linksarethoughtlikely to be of particular vaue
A memorandum has bean circulated to medical schoolsand
facultiesand can beobtained fromtheTrus.
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Fdlowshipsin Dermatol ogy and Obstetricsand Gynaecol ogy

In view of the Medicd Research Coundl's policyt that
research in these fidds will be given particular encourage-
ment, the Trusteeshavedecided that they will nolongerneed
to providegpecid trainingscholarshipsin thesesubjects

Medical Research Systemsin Europe

In March 1973 atjoi nt Wellcome Trust-Ciba Foundation
mesting was hdd to discuss agpects of medica education,
care and research in the various European countries The
book, ""Medicd Research Sysems in Europe”* resulting
from this symposum, has now been published. It contains,
not only a critical description of present arrangements in
each country in Eur_oPe, but aso discussons of such topics
astheinfluence of different sysemsof medica educationon
medicd research, clinica research, the place of research
ingtitutesin a medicd research sysem, problems of deploy-
ment of public and private reSsearch tfunds, and medical
research co-operation m Europe. The Trust believes thatth s
book will assst medica research workers in Europe to
develop a better understanding of one another's problems
and therefore facilitate the development of 1irks' between
colleaguesin different countries,

European Collaboration Grunts

The Trustees recognised that there are _cases when:
laboratoriesin two or more countriesareworking on differ-
ent facets of the same problem uusgg different techniques,
roducing materia that could be used by others, etc. SOmMe
imes collaboration will save duplication of _fECIrItIES, but at
other timesthere W! be a synergistic reaction through the
asociation of two groups, The Trustees fed that IS
lackingarefundsto enableworkersin two countries to meet
regularly, to work in oneanother's laboratories, t0 exchange

*Medical Research Systems in Eurgoe A joint Wellcome Trust-Ciba
Foundation Symposum, Elsevier / Exerpta Medica/North Hilad
Asodated Scientific Publishers DFL. 43.00.

tMedical Ressarch Coundcil Annual Report, April 1972- Mrch 1973,
Her Mg ety's Stationery Office.
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materials, eic. They have therefore decided to offer grantsto
fill this gap. These international collaboration grants will
normally befor two yearsand at a cost not exceeding £750
per annum.

Researchin Developed Countriesother than Europe

The Trustees wish to encourage continuing association
between the older Commonwedth countries and Great
Britain. Having congdered what proportion of their funds
could be alocated for this purpose, they.concluded that
their most ussful contributionwould beto pay for theexten-
son of vidtsof medica research workers who had proved
their worth and needed to stay longer to complete an
important project.

The stheme for the award of Australian Senior Research
Fellowshipsin Clinica Scencehas been discontinued.

The Trustees will continue to ﬁrovide fellowships for
Japanese researchworkersvisiting the United Kingdom.

Research Training Scholarships

The Trustees have decided to reduce to twenty per annum
the scholarships awarded by them for research training in
the basic stences These awards areintended for those who
arenot digiblefor support from officid sources.

Tropical Medicine

The Trust has continued to support research units in
Nairobi, Veloreand Bedem. The epidemiological studies of
cutaneous Leshmaniasis being carried out in Addis Ababa
were concluded in mid-1973 and the unit there has now
closed. In Nairobi the programme of investigations into
folate and vitamin B:= deficiency in baboons has been com-
pleted, and a three-year programmeof researchinto immun-
ologica aspects of schisosomiasis in collaboration with
WH Qhasreplaced it. In 1973theTrust increased and con-
firmed itslong-term support for the research unitin Velore
where studies are being made into the effects of intestina
dissasesand thedeficency statesupon absorption.
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Theunitin Beem, Brazil, hascontinued successfully tostudy
theepidemiology of Leishmaniasisin theAmazon basin. The
Trust supports a number of scientists working on different
aspectsof thisdisease complex and thework of theunitisan
essential basefor thisresearch. In August 1973, theTrust or-
ganised an international symposium on Leishmaniasis which
was attended not only%y scientists participating in the
Trust’s research programme, but also by experts in dlied
disciplinesfromdifferent partsof the world.

There are now four scientists working in the tropics under
the London/Harvard stheme, which was introduced to
encourage recruitment into tropical medicine. Two from
Harvard are in Salvador making epidemiologica studiesof
schistosomiasisand Chages diseese. The London Schodl of
Hygieneand Tropical Medicine has sent onescientist to the
sameareaa so to study Chagas diseaseand a second to the
Sudan to work on schigosomiass. Three other scientists
working on a long-term bass in tropical medical research
have dso been supPorted. These workers have links with
S. Thomas’s Hospital, The Roya College of Surgeons and
CambridgeUniversity respectivély.

The consolidation of the Trust's long-term support in its
units in Brazil, Kenya and Southern Tndia leaves approxi-
meately half of itsavail ablefundsfor thesupport of short-term
projects.




Historyof Medicne

Sir Henry Wdlcome, during his lifetime, amassed an enor-
mous collection of books and objects rdevant to his
wideinterests. Centrd to his thinking wes the cregtion of a
unique library and museum in the history of medicine, but
the breadth of hisinterests induded amost anything to do
with the history of man. The Trusees, on findly takin
over the collection from The Wellcome Foundation Limit

in 1960, decided that it was their duty to rationdizeit to
the central theme d the history of medicine The collection
of books in the library had been indexed and partidly
catalogued and had become an important resource for
scholars in the history of medicine The museum objects
form an enormous collection which, despite a great ded of
work over many years, remans largey undassfied and
uncatalogued. In the course o rationdization the Trustees
had given or loaned material not related to the hitory of
medidne, to inditutions which could use it to the
advantage. For example, the Stone Age and ethnographical
collections were given to the British Mussum and the
remainder of the ethnographicd material and the Egypto-
logicd materid were placed on permanent loan to the
Universty of Cdifornia and University Coll London
respectively. Even after this had been done eighty-five per
cent of the collection remaned in storehouses occupying
28,000 scLeft (2 acre) of floor space, the remaining fifteen
per cent being on exhibition.

In 1967 the Trusteescdled an international conferenceand
subsequently appointed an international pand of scholars
under the Chairmanship of Lord Cohen of Birkenhead,
to advise them on the future of the library and musaum
collectionsas wdl as on their overdl role for the support
of thehistory of mediane

As the Trustees have wide responghilitiesfor the support

“medicd research under thetermsof Sir Henry Wdlcome's
will they informed the pane that they could not envisage
gpending more than £250,000 per annum (1972 vaues) 1n
support of their Institute out of the £350,000 which t
could allocateto thehistory of medicine.
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The History of Mediane Pand recommended that:

"The Institute should develop as an international post-
graduate centrefor research 1n medical higory. For this
to come about it should be congderably strengthened on
the academic sSde by the creation of an academic unit
conggding of the Director (Professorid equivdent), a
Reader and a Lecturer. This unit should be intimately
asodaed with and respongble for the deve opment of
the Library as an international research facility.

In order that postgraduate academic development can
recave the requiste emphads the exhibition and
educationa activity of the Museum should be curtailed
and, if possble the Library should be more intimatdy
asociated with a modern and active library of nedi Ci ne.

Since, on this plan, the Musaum would become a static
collection, largdly in store, it would be preferableif it
could be taken over by a nationd museum so that it
could be kept up to date and activey devdoped.””

The Trustees were further advised that they should con-
centrate the balance of their allocation to increese the
academic quality and performance of the universty depart-
mentsin the history of medicine they hed heped to initiate.

The proper.organisation of a nuseumrequiresthat:
1. itshould bearranged and catd ogued

2. itshould bestored professondly in away whichwould
enableressarchworkersto haveaccess toit

3. a rt resentativesd ection should be on exhibitiont o the
pu

4. it should be used for the devdlopment of academic
scholarship

In conddering these requirements the Trustees recognised
that their funds would not enable them to keep uptodate
asubject which, likeall hitory, is continuoudy developing.
The scae of operation that would be necesSary to met
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