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Although the Trustees always have in mind the ultimate
objective of medical research, the improvement of the
health of man, they have always considered that a high
level of activity in research in the basic sciences related
to medicine is essential for the progress of medical
research. Indeed, many of the ideas which later become
incorporated into the practice of medicine originate
from studies in physiology, biochemistry and pharma­
cology. From the total allocation of £5,780,268 during
the period under review, £882,196 or 15 per cent was
allocated to the support of the basic sciences.

The international position of the Trust has enabled it
to encourage research in relation to the Tropics.
£951,800 has been allocated for this purpose during the
past two years. (More details are given in Section III.)
The intensification of world wide interest in the prob­
lems of developing countries gives the Trust further
opportunity to assist research in tropical medicine.
Through co-operative schemes, travel grants, fellow­
ships for overseas workers and exchange arrangements
it seeks to emphasize that neither medicinenor research
can afford to recognize territorial boundaries. The
Wellcome-London-Harvard Scheme recently intro­
duced will provide appointments for citizens of Great
Britain and the United States to work in the tropics
and this illustrates effectively the application of these
principles.

Efforts to increase co-operation in medical research in
Europe continue. An Anglo-German Committee has
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